IUPAC Symposia on Photochemistry
and is planned to be in Japan again in 2016. The number of Japanese participants in the Symposia has been very large for many years.
In fact, 1964 was a banner year for photochemistry in that the Gordon Conference series and the IUPAC series were both started that year. However, the physical photochemists already had two series going: (1) the series which later became the International Conference on Photochemistry (ICP), which started in 1962, 4 and (2) 
The chair of a given IUPAC Symposium on Photochemistry chooses, after adequate consultation, the chair of the Symposium four years later. The selected chair chooses the location and local organizer, requests support by IUPAC and is responsible for the scientific standard and quality control of the Symposium, together with the selected scientific committee for that Symposium. Although the Symposia were all held in Europe (with the exception of Kyoto in 2006), 10 of the first 20 Scientific Chairs were from the USA, alternating with those from Europe. The decline in this practice reflects both declining USA participation, mainly due to the reduced support by the North American funding agencies, as well as simplified logistics when the Scientific Chair is located near the conference site.
During the Symposium there is usually a regular meeting of the IUPAC Sub-Committee of Photochemistry to discuss ongoing projects and consider the possibility of new ones.
Since 1988, the Porter Medal 15 has been formally presented at the IUPAC Photochemistry Symposium, followed by a lecture of the medallist. The medal arose from a valedictory symposium held in London in 1986 following the retirement of George Porter as Director of the Royal Institution in London upon his election as President of the Royal Society. The choice of Porter medallist is made by the EPA, Inter-American Photochemistry Society, and Asian and Oceanian Photochemistry Association, the first medal being presented to George Porter himself in Bologna, in 1988.
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